
 

 

DISCUSSION GUIDE 
DECEMBER 26TH, 2021 

Dive In 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

What did you do for Christmas? 

How are you feeling after Christmas physically, mentally, and spiritually?   

 Dig Deep  
Read Scripture: John 10:11-18 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. 
So, when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs 
away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away 
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 
me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep 
pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there 
shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is 
that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and 
authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 

 

• How do you feel about the idea of humans being “guides to their own 
destruction”? What does this mean? 

• How have you seen the above quote played out in your life or in the lives 
of others? Give some examples.  

• Are humans capable of always making good choices on their own? Why 
or why not?  

• How does Jesus, as the good shepherd, give you hope in regard to what 
the direction of your life? 

• How has Jesus lead you to make good choices when you wouldn’t have 
otherwise? Give some specific examples.  

Do Big 

• How could you be a better sheep for the shepherd? What steps can you 
take this week to better follow Jesus? 

• Who will you share what you learned tonight with before our next 
meeting? 

• Make a list (alone or as group) of the different areas in your life that 
aren’t yet where you would like them to be. How would inviting the good 
shepherd into those areas of your life change those areas? 

 

 

 

Read John 10  

Background: 
Shepherds are common figures in 
the Bible. King David was among 
the most well-known shepherd in 
the bible. Even he, a great 
shepherd, identified God as the 
true shepherd in Psalm 23. God 
uses shepherds in the Bible as a 
symbol and foreshadow of King 
Jesus, the greatest shepherd of all.  

Key Thoughts 
Jesus is the good shepherd and we 
are his sheep. His intentions for us 
are only good, never bad.  

Challenge 
What areas of your life do you 
need to show more humility? How 
can seeing yourself as a sheep 
under Jesus, the good shepherd, 
help you grow in humility?  

Weekly Memory 
Verse 
11 “I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep.” John 10:11 
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